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1.0 Abstract	

This	report	describes	the	results	of	research	into	how	a	volunteer	project	for	Nidderdale	
Area	of	Outstanding	Natural	Beauty	(NAONB)	might	investigate	the	impact	of	World	War	
1	on	the	rural	landscape	of	the	area	at	the	period.	It	scopes	the	potential	evidence	in	
terms	of	available	records	and	what	information	they	might	yield	on	the	subject,	their	
geographical	accessibility,	their	suitability	for	use	within	a	volunteer	project	and	what	
training	may	be	required.	

It	recommends	two	options	based	on	the	sources	located:	

• A	pilot	exploration	of	the	Valuation	Books	in	one	area.	

• Research	on	the	county	War	Agricultural	Executive	Committees.	

In	addition	a	possible	project	using	records	at	the	Yorkshire	Farming	Museum	is	also	
suggested.	A	full	list	of	sources	inspected	and	web	addresses	is	included.	

2.0 Introduction	

As	part	of	a	Heritage	Lottery	Fund	project	“The	First	World	War	and	Nidderdale	AONB”,	
a	number	of	trained	volunteers	are	working	on	a	project	concentrating	on	war	
memorials	within	a	social	and	family	history	context.	Knowing	that	a	number	of	
government-led	initiatives	brought	into	being	during	the	war	would	have	had	an	impact	
on	the	landscape,	Nidderdale	AONB	is	keen	to	explore	them	further	as	befits	such	a	
designation.	Some	local	oral	evidence	has	been	identified	by	the	WW1	Heritage	Officer:		
excessive	wear	on	a	grindstone	from	tree	felling;	gamekeepers	keenly	sought	after	by	
recruiting	officers	for	their	shooting	skills;	and	farming	families	affected	badly	by	
recruitment	and	conscription.	Potential	impacts	of	national	initiatives	include	the	
creation	of	the	Women’s	Land	Army,	horses	gathered	for	sending	to	the	front	and	
changes	in	farming	practice	from	a	largely	pastoral	system	to	arable.	It	was	not	known	
what	sources	might	be	available	in	this	remote	and	partly	upland	part	of	North	Yorkshire	
and	so	a	brief	was	devised	for	a	scoping	project	to	be	undertaken,	which	would	include	
potential	for	further	volunteer	training.	The	full	brief	is	attached	as	Appendix	1.		
	

2.1. This	report	begins	in	Section	3.0	with	a	very	brief	history	of	the	major	government	
policies	and	committees	which	are	likely	to	have	created	agricultural	change	and	had	a	
consequent	impact	on	the	landscape.		As	such	it	also	stands	as	a	useful	starting	point	
for	future	projects	and	as	a	historical	background.	In	Section	4.0	sources	are	described	
with	catalogue	links,	the	type	of	source,	the	repository	where	it	is	held	and	accessibility.	
Section	5.0	explores	the	potential	for	several	volunteer	projects	from	the	evidence	
gained;	training	and	skills	requirements	and	suggested	outputs.		Finally,	Section	6.0	
summarises	the	conclusions	and	recommendations.	
	

2.2. A	complete	list	of	sources	and	web	links	are	given	in	Appendix	2	under	the	name	of	the	
organisation.	
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3.0	 Historic	background:	government	policies	and	committees	
	
This	section	describes	the	wartime	legislation	affecting	farming,	partly	as	a	brief	
informative	background,	but	mostly	because	it	informed	many	of	the	subjects	
researched	for	in	this	document.	Much	of	this	information	has	been	obtained	from	the	
NFU	web	site	(National	Farmers	Union,	nd)	and	to	whose	authors	this	author	is	deeply	
indebted.		In	1901	only	12%	of	men	were	employed	in	agriculture,	which	was	
predominantly	on	landowner-tenant	holdings.	Britain	was	not	self-reliant	in	food	and	
most	wheat	was	imported;	livestock	production	was	dominant.	As	the	war	was	thought	
to	be	short-lived	and	likely	to	be	over	by	Christmas	1914,	no	plans	were	made	to	
change	the	situation	but	panic	buying	led	to	the	Defence	of	the	Realm	Act	8	August	
1914	which	allowed	requisitioning	of	land	and	buildings	for	the	war	effort.	On	18th	
August	1914	farmers	were	asked	to	increase	the	production	of	food	and	the	area	of	
land	under	wheat	and	other	cereals.	In	some	cases,	land	was	ploughed	for	the	first	time	
in	over	70	years.	Cereals	were	prioritised	for	human	consumption,	as	was	feed	for	dairy	
animals,	and	for	horses	drafted	into	the	war	effort.	Other	countries	were	sought	to	
supply	shortfalls	but	after	1916,	when	there	had	been	bad	wheat	harvests	and	storms	in	
the	USA	and	attacks	on	convoys,	a	major	effort	was	made	to	increase	production	
nationally	and	arable	land	was	restored	from	poor	grassland	under	the	Corn	Production	
Act.	

3.1	The	Board	of	Agriculture	was	advised	by	two	committees	until	late	1916	–	the	cabinet	
Committee	on	Food	Supplies	and	the	Agricultural	Consultative	Committee	–	when	the	
Royal	Commission	on	Wheat	Supply	was	formed,	underlining	the	importance	of	this	crop	
to	the	country.	Under	the	new	coalition	government	in	December	1916,	the	Ministry	of	
Food	was	created,	followed	by	the	Food	Production	Department	in	1917	which	managed	
the	distribution	of	labour,	feed,	fertiliser	and	machinery.	To	this	end,	the	War	Office	
released	men	the	same	year	to	help	with	cultivation	in	the	spring	and	for	the	harvest	
later.	The	Women’s	Land	Amy	was	formed	at	the	same	time.	The	Ministry	of	Munitions	
was	made	responsible	in	1917	for	the	production	and	distribution	of	agricultural	
machinery	to	increase	the	use	and	number	of	motor	tractors.	Nonetheless,	in	1918	
compulsory	rationing	of	staple	foods	was	produced,	to	limit	the	supply	of	food	and	
prevent	a	decrease	in	nutritional	intake.	Staple	foods	at	the	time	were	bread,	meat,	
butter,	sugar,	cheese,	jam,	bacon,	eggs	and	milk.	Only	the	last	two	were	not	rationed.	

3.2	Nearly	one	third	of	male	farm	workers	went	to	war,	as	well	as	mechanics	and	
blacksmiths	but	from	May	1915	skilled	farm	workers	were	not	recruited	and	some	duties	
were	made	exempt.	Shortfalls	were	made	up	by	POW’s	and	soldiers.	Work	horses	were	
requisitioned.	Women	also	featured	in	the	war	effort	and	two	private	organisations	
were	created,	the	Women’s	Defence	Relief	Corps	(later	taken	over	by	the	Board	pf	
Agriculture)	and	the	Women’s	Farm	and	Garden	Union.	The	first	Women’s	Institutes	
were	set	up	in	1915.	The	Board	of	Agriculture	developed	a	training	scheme	for	women	in	
agricultural	colleges	in	1915;	it	had	a	slow	start	but	by	1918	223,000	women	worked	in	
agriculture	including	8,000	in	the	Women’s	Land	Army.	

3.3	Improvements	in	agriculture	made	as	a	direct	result	of	the	war	were	the	use	of	
mechanised	tractors,	both	from	the	USA	(Titan	and	Fordson)	and	the	UK	(Ivel	and	
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Saunderson).	County	War	Agricultural	Executive	Committees	could	be	applied	to	for	their	
supply.	Oats	were	an	important	crop	for	horse	feed.	Land	was	also	ploughed	for	potatoes	
and	wheat.	

4.0	 Scoping	methods	and	results	

The	scoping	project	had	four	aims,	exploring	different	parts	of	the	rural	economy:	

• What	essentials	did	the	AONB	landscape	provide	for	the	War	effort?		
• Forestry;	
• Changes	to	shooting	estates	and	their	management;	
• Horse	and	mule	requisition	and	the	impact	of	this;	

These	aims	were	researched	from	the	perspective	of	how	changes in farm management	
and	agricultural	production	might	produce	a	physical	impact	on	the	landscape.	On-line	
sources	were	researched	initially	in	broad	categories	to	find	the	original	source	
documents	held	by	the	National	Archives	at	Kew	and	local	record	offices.	The	AONB	
covers	parts	of	the	former	west	and	north	Ridings;	after	1973	when	the	Ridings	were	
disbanded,	new	record	acquisitions	changed	to	reflect	new	boundaries,	notably	without	
a	wholesale	movement	of	existing	collections	across	offices;	so	catalogues	for	both	
North	Yorkshire	County	Council	and	the	West	Yorkshire	Archive	Services	have	been	
queried.		Web	queries	were	also	made	by	topic,	to	find	other	sources	not	held	within	the	
local	or	national	general	archives.	This	was	useful,	revealing	the	web	sites	given	over	to	
specifics	such	as	the	Women’s	Land	Army	and	records	held	elsewhere,	for	instance	by	
the	Museum	of	English	Rural	Life.	Broadly	speaking,	the	National	Archives	at	Kew,	as	
might	be	expected,	hold	the	highest	level	information	such	as	Cabinet	papers;	and	local	
archives	hold	information	devolved	to	country	and	area	administration;	however,	it	is	
worth	noting	that	neither	is	exclusive	and	there	are	many	variations.	For	example,	a	
catalogue	search	for	a	place	name	such	as	Pateley	Bridge	produces	different	documents	
when	searching	the	National	Archives	Discovery	catalogue	and	that	of	North	Yorkshire	
County	Record	Office.	The	results	of	research	on	each	aim	are	discussed	in	turn	in	the	
following	paragraphs.	

4.1	What	essentials	did	the	AONB	landscape	provide	for	the	War	effort?		

	4.2	Each	county	had	its	own	War	Agricultural	Executive	Committee	as	a	sub-committee	of	
the	County	Council.	Applications	for	tractors	and	other	equipment	went	through	the	
committee	so	archives	of	the	appropriate	committee	would	be	a	useful	resource.	There	
are	no	records	of	that	committee	for	the	North	Riding	in	the	North	Yorkshire	County	
Records	Office	(NYCRO)	online	catalogue	although	a	personal	search	of	the	hard	copy	
catalogues	and	indexes	in	the	search	room	might	bear	fruit,	as	would	discussion	with	an	
archivist.	There	are	some	records	in	the	West	Yorkshire	Archives:	the	committee	Minute	
book	1915-19,	item	reference	WRC/18/1;	and	returned	forms	A5	from	farms	describing	
land	use	in	1917,	item	reference	WRT2.	Both	are	stored	at	Wakefield	archives.	

4.3	The	Women’s	Institute	(WI),	as	a	highly	localised	organisation	concerned	at	the	time	
with	efficient	use	of	and	growing	food,	is	potentially	a	good	resource	but	it	will	depend	
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on	how	many	groups	were	formed	in	the	AONB	during	the	period.			Local	contacts	may	
have	their	own	information	but	the	WI	website	directs	enquirers	to	the	London	School	
of	Economics	site	for	historical	information.	Records	are	held	in	The	Women’s	Library	
and	catalogued	online,	reference	code	NA34	National	Federation	of	Women's	Institutes,	
but	the	actual	records	are	not	available	digitally.	Further	potential	may	be	held	within	
the	pages	of	The	Landswoman,	a	magazine	the	WI	shared	with	the	Women’s	Land	Army	
from	1918,	and	is	freely	available	online.	It	is	quite	general	but	provides	a	picture	of	
what	was	happening	and	could	spur	some	more	thoughts	and	ideas	and	provide	some	
names	to	follow	up.	

4.4	The	Women’s	Land	Army	was	formed	in	1917	to	replace	male	agricultural	workers	who	
had	signed	up.	They	worked	in	general	agriculture,	made	forage	during	haymaking	to	
provide	food	for	horses	and	engaged	in	timber	cutting.	The	majority	who	worked	in	
agriculture	were	milkers	and	field	workers,	but	some	were	carters,	plough	women	and	
market	gardeners.	The	main	aim	was	to	increase	domestic	food	production	during	the	
war.	The	WLA	web	site	is	an	excellent	source	of	information	but	extraordinarily	it	seems	
there	was	no	central	register	created	of	land	girls	who	did	this	work;	it	would	need	local	
knowledge	of	individual	women’s	maiden	names	to	build	up	individual	stories	from	
families.	The	web	site	suggests	locating	information	in	local	archives	for	the	Women’s	
War	Agricultural	Committee	(1917-1919)	and	Women’s	Land	Army	documents	and	
photographs	(1917-1919);	contemporary	local	newspaper	reports	are	also	
recommended.		Old	newspapers	may	be	found	on	the	NYCC	Library	web	site.	

4.5	The	Women’s	Farm	and	Garden	Union	(later	Association)	was	initially	formed	in	1899	
and	was	instrumental	in	creating	the	Women's	National	Land	Service	Corps	during	WW1,	
until	it	was	taken	over	by	the	Board	of	Agriculture	in	1917	and	renamed	the	Women’s	
Land	Army.	Records	are	held	in	the	Museum	of	English	Rural	Life	at	Reading,	catalogue	
reference	SR WFGA. Only the catalogue is available on line.	

4.6	POWs/billeted	soldiers	working	in	agriculture:	locations	of	where	central	records,	if	any,	
are	held	have	not	been	found.	A	query	to	a	researcher	on	the	National	Archives	web	site	
provided	no	information	on	where	such	records	might	be	found	and	it	might	be	worth	
starting	at	individual	farm	level,	querying	by	the	name	by	which	the	farm	was	known	
during	the	period.	The	county	(Riding)	War	Agricultural	Executive	Committee	papers	
may	prove	fruitful	in	this	regard.	

4.7	Use	of	land	during	WW1.	No	records	were	found	of	surveys	during	the	period	but	there	
was	a	survey	in	1910,	carried	out	under	the	provisions	of	the	Finance	(1909-1910)	Act,	in	
which	the	Commissioners	of	the	Inland	Revenue	were	instructed	to	'cause	a	valuation	to	
be	made	of	all	the	land	in	the	United	Kingdom'.	The	valuation	books	for	North	Yorkshire	
are	deposited	at	the	County	Record	Office	(NYCRO)	in	Northallerton.	They	include	the	
names	of	the	owners	and	occupiers	of	land,	a	description	of	the	property	and	its	
situation,	a	reference	to	the	series	of	valuation	maps,	the	original	gross	value	with	
deductions	for	buildings	and	other	structures	and	the	original	full	site	value	with	
deductions	for	public	rights	of	way,	rights	of	common,	easements	etc.	The	valuation	
maps	are	not	available	at	the	North	Yorkshire	County	Record	Office	but	are	held	by	the	
National	Archives,	Kew.	Each	map	has	to	be	found	using	their	map	finder	tool,	identified	
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and	requested	to	view	and	it	is	not	unclear	if	they	can	only	be	seen	at	Kew	or	if	copies		
can	be	sent,	or	at	what	cost.		The	maps	are	1:2500	scale.	They	also	have	field	books	and	
some	valuation	books,	none	of	which	can	be	viewed	on	line.	There	is	an	essential	and	
very	useful	guide	to	the	maps,	books	and	field	books	at	
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/records/research-guides/valuation-office-
records.htm	

4.8	The	archivist	at	NYCRO	says	that	they	have	many	valuation	books	but	in	order	to	
understand	exactly	where	the	holding	is	and	find	its	reference	number,	it	is	first	
necessary	to	view	the	maps	at	Kew.	The	books	have	all	been	microfilmed.		Information	
on	land	requisition	is	available	at	http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/records/research-
guides/requisitioned-land.htm	which	contains	a	full	guide	to	the	legislation	and	
documents	for	WW1	concerning	compensation	and	other	matters.		Most	records	are	not	
available	on	line	but	it	is	possible	to	ask	for	an	estimate	for	copying	digitally	or	as	hard	
copy.	

4.9	Forestry	
	
4.10	Forestry	came	under	the	Board	of	Agriculture	until	the	Forestry	Commission	was	

created	by	Act	of	Parliament	in	1919.	Between	1910	and	1919,	the	Development	
Commission	under	the	Development	and	Road	Improvement	Act	1909,	recommended	
advances	from	its	fund	for	the	promotion	and	encouragement	of	forestry	in	the	United	
Kingdom.	All	the	records	for	this	are	catalogued	online,	although	not	always	to	item	
level,	in	the	National	Archives	but	the	original	documents	need	to	be	viewed	at	Kew.	The	
Women’s	Land	Army	also	worked	in	forestry	during	the	war:	see	above	for	further	
information.	

	
4.11	Changes	to	shooting	estates	and	their	management	

4.12	For	this	subject	the	record	for	each	estate	needs	to	be	researched	individually.	Many	
estates	have	lodged	their	archives	in	NYCRO,	for	instance	all	the	Swinton	estate	archives	
are	held	in	the	Swinton	and	Middleham	Estate	records,	reference	ZS;	very	little	of	this	
archive	has	been	catalogued	and	it	will	need	sorting	through	by	hand	to	find	documents	
of	the	right	period.		The	Jervaulx	Estate	archive,	reference	ZJX,	has	been	catalogued	to	
item	level	and	most	items	microfilmed;	the	full	catalogue	can	be	accessed	in	the	search	
room.	Records	for	some	estates	may	be	found	in	the	WY	Archives	Service.		

	
4.13	The	impact	of	horse	and	mule	requisition		

4.14	The	vast	volume	Statistics	of	the	Military	Effort	of	the	British	Empire	during	the	Great	
War	1914-1920	(p	388)	describes	how	horses	were	obtained	initially	via	mass	purchase	
by	impressment	within	12	days	of	mobilisation.	After	that,	most	were	obtained	from	the	
USA	(which	also	supplied	all	the	mules),	Canada	and	South	America;	country	gentlemen,	
masters	of	hounds	and	men	of	similar	standing,	were	sent	over	to	do	the	purchasing.	
The	chief	remount	depots	were	near	Bristol,	Liverpool	and	Southampton.	A	North	
Yorkshire	training	and	remount	point	where	drafted	horses	were	mustered	was	at	Home	
Farm,	Myton	on	Swale	near	York	(NFU	online);	logistically	there	are	likely	to	have	been	
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few	such	places	but	the	county	War	Agricultural	Executive	Committee	may	reveal	
further	information.		

5.0	Conclusions	and	recommendations	

5.1	The	main	purpose	of	this	scoping	report	has	been	to	locate	records	of	events,	people	
and	places	associated	with	the	rural	landscape	from	1914-1918,	in	the	area	now	covered	
by	the	Nidderdale	AONB	designation.	From	this,	suggestions	can	be	made	for	projects	in	
which	volunteers	can	use	those	records	to	learn	more	about	landscape	change	during	
the	period.	The	resource	scoping	in	Section	4	produced	few	records	that	could	be	
accessed	either	online	or	physically	from	close	to	the	AONB.	Many	collections	of	
information	concerning	Government	papers	are	held	at	the	National	Archives	in	Kew	
and	are	not	available	online.	The	catalogues	are	accessible	and	searchable	but	to	get	to	
individual	items	requires	a	considerable	amount	of	checking	varying	levels	and	groups	of	
records;	individual	records	may	have	only	a	very	short	description	from	which	to	
determine	their	usefulness.	At	a	more	local	level,	the	AONB	covers	parts	of	the	former	
North	and	West	Ridings	of	Yorkshire	which	formed	the	major	administrative	divisions	at	
the	period	in	question:	records	may	be	found	in	archives	held	by	the	west	Yorkshire	
metropolitan	authorities	and	North	Yorkshire	County	Council.	Individual	records	offices	
have	achieved	different	levels	of	online	cataloguing	so	not	all	information	beyond	a	high	
level	is	available	to	search.	With	regard	to	access	for	a	volunteer	project,	Kew	is	an	
expensive	option	and	it	would	require	knowledge	of	exactly	how	useful	a	record	was	to	
justify	the	expense	of	ordering	a	copy.	Northallerton	and	some	of	the	west	Yorkshire	
archives	might	be	more	suitable	for	the	purpose.	

5.2	Two	lines	of	enquiry	are	suggested,	with	a	further	potential	avenue	to	pursue:	

a. Papers	of	the	county	War	Agricultural	Executive	Committees	are	likely	to	be	a	rich	
source	of	information	because	they	will	concern	decision	making	and	the	carrying	
out	of	government	guidance	devolved	to	county	level.	They	did	not	appear	on	a	
search	of	the	NYCRO	online	catalogue	so	it	is	likely	that	a	search	of	the	papers	of	the	
County	Council	at	NYCRO	is	required	to	locate	them;	there	could	be	a	search	room	
hard	copy	catalogue	and	the	archivist	can	advise	on	request.	West	Riding	County	
Council	documents	have	to	be	searched	via	the	WYAS	catalogue	which	includes	all	
the	modern	metropolitan	authorities	in	the	area.	Physical	visits	are	likely	to	be	
required	as	few	documents	have	been	digitised	and	the	originals	will	have	to	be	read	
in	the	search	rooms.	

b. Use	1910	Valuation	Office	books	and	maps	as	a	starting	point	in	a	trial	area	and	
compare	with	1940-43	agricultural	surveys	to	get	a	picture	of	change	over	this	
period	at	field	and	farm	scale.	This	could	be	achieved	by	choosing	a	map	square,	
ordering	the	map	online	from	the	National	Archives	and	following	up	with	a	visit	to	
NYCRO	to	examine	the	relevant	Valuation	Books	and	later	agricultural	surveys.	All	
the	Valuation	Books	have	been	microfilmed	and	paper	copies	can	be	made	in	the	
Search	Room	at	a	cost	of	£1.00	per	A4	or	£1.50	per	A3	sheet.	Alternatively,	they	can	
be	scanned	from	the	microfilm	directly	to	a	memory	stick,	which	is	charged	at	£6.00	
per	half-hour	for	use	of	the	equipment	and	is	a	very	cost-effective	method	of	gaining	
copies	to	print	off	and	use	as	desired.	
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c. An	initial	telephone	discussion	has	taken	place	with	the	curator	at	Murton	Park,	the	
Yorkshire	Museum	of	Farming	near	York.	A	reply	to	a	follow-up	email	has	been	held	
up	by	the	Christmas	break	and	will	be	forwarded	as	soon	as	it	has	been	received.	It	is	
hoped	that	the	library	and	archives	may	yield	information	that	could	be	made	into	a	
suitable	project,	if	the	location	does	not	prohibit	this	due	to	distance	from	the	AONB.	
	

5.3	Training,	skills	and	outputs:	an	ability	to	read	maps;	a	basic	understanding	of	farming	
terms;	an	understanding	of	the	impact	of	farming	practice	on	the	physical	landscape;	an	
ability	to	draw	conclusions	from	material	used.	It	is	suggested	that	the	results	could	be	
presented	in	an	exhibition	showing	the	changes	on	one	farm	or	a	specific	area,	perhaps	
to	be	shown	at	the	Nidderdale	show	where	farmers,	landowners	and	school	children	can	
see	it	and	discuss	the	results	with	the	project	team.	However,	since	the	show	is	in	
September	and	outside	the	period	of	funding	for	the	project,	the	exhibition	could	be	
taken	to	village	halls,	community	events	or	erected	temporarily	in	the	Council	Chamber	
at	Pateley	Bridge.	

	
6.0 			Summary	

6.1	This	scoping	project	has	shown	that	there	are	some	records	which	might	demonstrate	
landscape	change	in	Nidderdale	AONB	between	1914	and	1918	and	which	are	accessible	
in	Northallerton	and	elsewhere.	It	is	suggested	that	a	pilot	study	of	an	area	using	the	
1910	Valuation	Books	and	maps	would	make	a	suitable	project	for	volunteers	to	pursue.	
Research	on	the	county	War	Agricultural	Executive	Committees	is	also	recommended	as	
it	could	have	a	bearing	on	future	work.	Contact	with	Murton	Park	may	prove	fruitful	
with	further	ideas.		
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Appendix	1	Project	brief	

	

A	volunteer	research	‘scoping’	project,	based	on	finding	out	about	First	World	War	landscape	
impact	in	Nidderdale	AONB.	

The	aim	of	the	this	consultancy	project	is	to	identify	a	discrete	volunteer	research	project	that	
interested	volunteers	could,	theoretically,	undertake	from	a	base	in	Nidderdale	AONB	to	find	out	
more	about	the	landscape-scale	impact	of	the	War	in	our	area.	

	The	project	must	look	at	landscape	impact	and	could	include	investigation	of:	

	•         Changes to farm management/ farm production, for example using farm surveys from pre and post 
War (was there an increase in cereal production? Tractor use? Increased ploughing? Hay meadows? Or 
the opposite – a decline in production 

•         Forestation changes (deforestation impacts?)  

•         Changes to shooting estates and their management 

•         Horse and mule requisition and the impact of this 

•         Did the AONB landscape provide any other essentials for the War effort (sphagnum moss?) 

A	limited	budget	for	training	and	resources	for	volunteer	research	is	available.	

		

Amanda	Walters	

WWI	Heritage	Officer	

Nidderdale	Area	of	Outstanding	Natural	Beauty	
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Appendix	2	Sources	used	and	web	links	

Forestry	Commission.	See	
http://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/record?catid=117&catln=1	for	a	history.		

National	Archives	at	Kew.	For	1910	valuation	survey	maps	go	to	the	Valuation	Office	map	
finder	at	http://labs.nationalarchives.gov.uk/wordpress/index.php/2010/04/valuation-
office-map-finder/.		

National	Farmers	Union,	nd.		http://www.nfuonline.com/about-us/history/farming-and-the-first-
world-war/.		For	an	article	on	the	Myton	on	Swale	training	and	remount	centre	see	British	Farmer	
and	Grower	magazine	February	2010			“21st	century	farmer	–	19th	century	farm”	pp	36-37.	Available	
for	members	on	NFU	online.		

North	Yorkshire	County	Council	libraries.	Some	old	newspapers	can	be	read	on	line,	others	are	on	
microfiche.	See	http://www.northyorks.gov.uk/article/23883/Libraries---historic-local-newspapers			
for	a	list	of	each.	

North	Yorkshire	County	Records	Office				http://archives.northyorks.gov.uk/	

Statistics	of	the	Military	Effort	of	the	British	Empire	during	the	Great	War	1914-1920.		
http://www.vlib.us/wwi/resources/britishwwi.pdf		This	is	a	huge	.pdf	document,	best	downloaded	
for	ease	of	searching.	Concerned	solely	with	the	army	itself	as	per	its	title,	and	does	not	contain	
domestic	information.	

West	Yorkshire	Archives	Service				http://www.archives.wyjs.org.uk/archives-online-catalogue.asp		
The	service	is	divided	across	several	metropolitan	authorities	so	the	physical	location	of	a	record	
needs	to	be	noted.		

Women's	Farm	and	Garden	Union	aka	Women's	Farm	and	Garden	Association	
http://www.wfga.org.uk/site/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=2&Itemid=3	

See	a	catalogue	of	records	and	a	brief	history	held	at	the	Museum	of	English	Rural	Life,	Reading	at			
http://www.reading.ac.uk/merl/collections/Archives_A_to_Z/merl-SR_WFGA.aspx	

Women’s	Institute	archives			http://twl-
calm.library.lse.ac.uk/CalmView/Record.aspx?src=CalmView.Persons&id=NA34			ref.	code	NA34			
National	Federation	of	Women's	Institutes.	For	the	magazine	The	Landswoman,	published	from	
1918,	see	http://www.womenslandarmy.co.uk/archive-material/the-landswoman-magazine-ww1/	

Women's	Land	Army			http://www.womenslandarmy.co.uk/world-war-one/..	See	also	the	
Landswoman	magazine	published	from	1918		http://www.womenslandarmy.co.uk/archive-
material/the-landswoman-magazine-ww1/	

Linda	Smith	Historic	Environment	Specialist	
3	Lodge	Lane	
Brompton	
Northallerton	
DL6	2QW	
info@lshistoricenvironment.co.uk		01609	776013	


